
PROVINCETOWN 
Administrative & Client Services
96-98 Bradford Street
508.487.9445

PROVINCETOWN 
Prevention & Screening 
Drop-In Center
148a Commercial Street
508.487.8311

HYANNIS  
Client & Prevention Services
428 South Street
508.778.1954

FALMOUTH 
Prevention & Screening Services 
65b Town Hall Square
774.763.6656

To make a donation to 
The AIDS Support Group of Cape Cod, 

please contact us at:

WWW.ASGCC.ORG
508-487-9445       DONATE@ASGCC.ORG 



Message from the CEO,

For over 35 years, the AIDS Support Group of Cape Cod (ASGCC) has never wavered in its 

commitment to saving lives and preventing the spread of HIV/AIDS. Our life-sustaining services 

for our HIV positive clients help them lead longer, healthier lives. 

Our dedicated sta�  delivers a wide range of services, including medical case management, 

transportation, housing assistance, and food & nutrition services. Our prevention and testing 

e� orts to fi ght the spread of HIV and Hepatitis C, reaches over 100,000 visitors and 

residents annually. 

In recent years, opioid deaths on Cape Cod represent the fastest growing cause of death 

in Massachusetts since the AIDS crisis of the 1980s and 90s. Throughout the opioid epidemic, 

ASGCC has played a key role fi ghting to save lives. Our agency has trained over 2500 community 

members in Narcan administration, which reverses deadly overdoses, and saved 700 lives to date.

We created this brochure to highlight the incredible work of our agency. I want to thank 

our supporters, volunteers, and sta�  throughout the Cape and Islands. Your commitment 

to ASGCC is the reason we remain able to save lives.

Sincerely, 

JOE CARLEO 

MISSION STATEMENT
The AIDS Support Group of Cape Cod saves lives 

through prevention, education and life-sustaining services 

that address public health crises to build healthy

communities across the Cape and Islands.
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President & Chief Executive Officer

Dan Gates LCSW
Chief Operating Officer

Paul Goddu
Chief Financial  Off icer & 

Risk Management Director

Jill Brookshire LCSW
Case Management Director 
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THE AIDS 
SUPPORT 
GROUP OF 
CAPE COD
We provide vital services to people 
living with chronic HIV, work to 
prevent the spread of HIV/AIDS, 
and utilize harm reduction practices 
to fi ght the deadly opioid epidemic 
on the Cape and Islands.  

Our roots are in Provincetown, when in the early 

1980s community members joined together to 

respond to the AIDS epidemic.  Once HIV became 

a chronic illness in the late 1990s, the agency 

transitioned to help clients live longer and healthier 

lives.  Currently, we serve 430 HIV-positive 

clients from the Cape and Islands with o�  ces 

in Provincetown, Hyannis, and Falmouth.    

ASGCC is committed to making a di� erence

in the lives of our clients who are either HIV 

positive or fi ghting opioid addiction.

CLIENT 
SERVICES
Many of the agency’s direct 
services include comprehensive 
medical case management, 
transportation assistance, housing 
assistance, access to food and 
nutrition services, and a wide 
range of other services to help 
people with HIV/AIDS lead 
healthy lives. 

Housing Services 
Safe and secure housing is critical for HIV-positive 
clients to help maintain a healthy quality of life. 

Since 1996, ASGCC has operated a 10-unit 
congregate housing facility, known as Foley House 
in Provincetown, for former homeless clients.  It’s 
been home to nearly 75 men and women over its 
17 year history.  ASGCC remains the only social 
service agency on Cape Cod that provides housing 
to homeless individuals with HIV/AIDS.  

ASGCC provides access to housing.  We hold a 
signifi cant number of housing vouchers to help 
people fi nd stable living arrangements.  Our case 
managers help clients search for many types of 
housing, including subsidized options, lottery 
opportunities, emergency assistance and 
fuel assistance.  

Medical Case Management 
An HIV positive diagnosis can be a devastating 
and isolating experience, but with the help of 
ASGCC sta� , clients know they aren’t alone.  
Medical case management is one of the most 
important services provided by ASGCC.  Sta�  has 
expertise in navigating a complex benefi t system 
available to clients, and they help fi nd doctors, 
mental health services, dentists or other health 
related professionals.  Our case managers work, 
when needed, to locate stable housing, food and 
nutrition assistance, transportation services, rental 
and fuel assistance to meet other basic needs.  

Our medical case managers help over 430 HIV 
positive clients and hundreds of clients who 
are diagnosed with HEP C.  Their dedication to 
providing non-judgmental compassionate care for 
over 35 years has helped many clients live longer, 
healthier lives. 
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Many people don’t realize 
that people are living 
longer with HIV.  You may 
not hear about us, but 
we exist.  Because of the 
compassionate sta�  and life 
sustaining services of ASGCC, 
I know I’m not alone.

“

”



Food & Nutrition Programs
Access to good food and nutritious meals is 
critical for successful HIV treatment.  Healthy 
eating provides many benefi ts for our clients as 
it promotes muscle development, strengthens 
the immune system and delivers important 
vitamins and minerals.

Our clients depend on ASGCC’s food program 
that provides daily meals, whether served in 
a community setting or delivered if they’re 
homebound. Many of our clients are on a 
limited budget and rely on ASGCC to help 
keep them healthy.

In Hyannis, ASGCC organizes a monthly food 
pantry box delivery program for clients to 
prepare nutritious meals in their own homes.  
Both Provincetown and Hyannis o�  ces also 
operate emergency food pantries for clients 
who fi nds themselves in sudden need of food. 

500
MEALS DELIVERED MONTHLY 

TO HOMEBOUND CLIENTS

265 
COMMUNITY MEALS

SERVED WEEKLY

40,000 
FOOD ITEMS DISTRIBUTED 
FROM OUR FOOD PANTRY
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PREVENTION 
& SCREENING 
SERVICES
Prevention and Screening programs are 
a core function of ASGCC and fulfill an 
essential part of our agency’s mission.  
Through community outreach, testing 
and prevention services, our staff works 
tirelessly to prevent the spread of HIV 
and other sexually transmitted infections.  
ASGCC reaches over 100,000 residents 
and visitors annually.

Testing
The best way to be healthy is to know your status.  
ASGCC’s cost-free and confi dential testing for 
sexually transmitted infections promotes health 
awareness.  If needed, ASGCC can o� er access to 
treatment options and side-e� ect management 
support.  With locations in Provincetown, Hyannis 
and Falmouth, the agency o� ers convenient 
testing services throughout the Cape and Islands.

Drop-in Center 
ASGCC opened a year-round facility at 148a 
Commercial Street to enhance its prevention and 
screening e� orts.  Located on Commercial Street 
in Provincetown, the drop-in center o� ers sexual 
health education & testing/screening services, 
support groups, and handles referrals for, 
and from, the LGBTQ community.  In 2017, 
ASGCC had a 66% increase in testing for 
HIV/Hepatitis C over the previous year. 
This incredible success is traced to the 
drop-in facility, sta�  outreach and 
our community.  

Harm Reduction 
ASGCC utilizes the practice of Harm Reduction, 
a public health strategy used to help individuals 
reduce the harm associated with certain risky 
behaviors.  Originally used in the 1980s to reduce 
the spread of HIV/AIDS by people who inject 
drugs to the general public, harm reduction 
is now successfully applied to sexual 
health education. 

PrEP
50,000 new HIV infections are diagnosed 
on average annually in the United States. 

In 2012 a powerful new drug, Truvada, was 
approved by the U.S. Food & Drug Administration 
to prevent HIV infection in HIV negative people.  
Truvada is used as a pre-exposure prophylaxis, or 
PrEP.  It’s considered safe and e� ective.  Studies 
show that the daily use of PrEP can reduce the 
risk of transmitting HIV by over 90%. 

ASGCC’s sexual health counselors are available to 
discuss PrEP with anyone who walks through our 
doors. ASGCC also facilitates expedited, cost-free 
access to PrEP.  One of ASGCC’s top priorities is 
to increase awareness of the availability of PrEP.
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FIGHTING 
THE OPIOID 
EPIDEMIC 
For close to two decades, the opioid 
epidemic has consumed Cape Cod 
and the Islands.  As a result, hundreds 
have died.  In Massachusetts, opioid 
overdoses are now the fastest growing 
cause of death since the AIDS epidemic 
in the 1980s.  Throughout the crisis, 
ASGCC has been at the forefront 
fi ghting to save lives.  

The agency established two cutting edge public health 

programs, Needle Access and Narcan Training and

Distribution, to give people who inject drugs (PWID) 

the chance to stay alive long enough to get the 

treatment they need.  These programs were once 

considered controversial, but are now respected by 

law enforcement, fi rst responders and community 

stakeholders throughout the Cape. 

ASGCC harm reduction sta�  sees close to 700 PWID 

clients who are fi ghting for their lives.  Many are afraid, 

want help, but are alone, or forced to live in horrible 

conditions because they cannot break the downward 

spiral of their addiction.

Needle Access Program 
ASGCC provides clean syringe access to its PWID 
clients.  Many public health experts agree that 
providing clean needle access is the best way in 
the midst of a crisis to decrease the risk of new 
HIV and Hepatitis C blood borne illnesses.  ASGCC 
provides access to clean syringes, collects used 
needles, conducts community needle sweeps, 
and properly disposes of them.

Our agency’s Needle Access program is more 
than distributing and collecting needles.  
ASGCC’s highly qualifi ed sta�  uses a set of 
harm reduction strategies aimed at reducing 
the negative consequences of substance abuse, 
including disease transmission and overdose, 
while encouraging and facilitating entry into 
substance abuse treatment.  There is also 
testing for HIV, Hepatitis C and other sexually 
transmitted infections.

Narcan Training & Distribution 
ASGCC is one of 24 community based agencies 
participating in the Massachusetts Overdose 
Prevention Initiative, a program created by the 
Bureau of Substance Abuse Services at the 
Massachusetts Department of Public Health.  

Narcan Training and Distribution is free and 
available to all active opioid users as well as their 
friends and family members.  ASGCC provides 
training in a variety of settings, whether it is 
one-on-one training at its o�  ces, group training 
at recovery houses or community centers.  

Throughout Cape Cod and the Islands, ASGCC 
has trained 2600 citizen responders including 
service providers, fi rst responders and law 
enforcement o�  cers. 

ASGCC Wins Landmark Needle 
Access Lawsuit 
In 2015, the Town of Barnstable issued a cease-
and-desist order demanding that ASGCC shut 
down its syringe program.  ASGCC maintained 
that it’s Hyannis-based program operated legally 
and it sued the town.  The ensuing legal battle 
went all the way to the Massachusetts Supreme 
Judicial Court.   

In June 2017, the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial 
Court ruled unanimously in favor of ASGCC.  
This landmark ruling stated that needle access 
programs such as the one run by ASGCC were 
legal without restriction under Massachusetts law.  

The court’s decision ensured that life-saving 
needle access programs would remain in place to 
fi ght the opioid epidemic, not only on the Cape, 
but across the Commonwealth.  It’s considered 
a top public health victory in the state.

LAST YEAR
ASGCC DISTRIBUTED

128,000 
 CLEAN SYRINGES,

AND COLLECTED

131,000 
USED NEEDLES.

ASGCC’S NARCAN TRAINING 
IS RESPONSIBLE FOR 

700 
LIVES SAVED.

We cannot 
arrest our way 
out of this.

“
”BARNSTABLE DEPUTY POLICE CHIEF

THE CAPE COD TIMES, OCTOBER 2017 
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